
Isaiah 28:14–22 (ESV)
       14 Therefore hear the word of the LORD, 

you scoffers, who rule this people in 
Jerusalem! 15 Because you have said, “We 
have made a covenant with death, and with 

Sheol we have an agreement, when the 
overwhelming whip passes through it will not 
come to us, for we have made lies our refuge, 

and in falsehood we have taken shelter”; 

16 therefore thus says the Lord GOD, “Behold, 
I am the one who has laid as a foundation in 

Zion, a stone, a tested stone, a precious 
cornerstone, of a sure foundation: ‘Whoever 

believes will not be in haste.’ 17 And I will 
make justice the line, and righteousness the 

plumb line; and hail will sweep away the 
refuge of lies, and waters will overwhelm the 

shelter.” 

18 Then your covenant with death will be 
annulled, and your agreement with Sheol will 

not stand; when the overwhelming scourge 
passes through, you will be beaten down by it. 

19 As often as it passes through it will take 
you; for morning by morning it will pass 

through, by day and by night; and it will be 
sheer terror to understand the message. 

20 For the bed is too short to stretch oneself 
on, and the covering too narrow to wrap 

oneself in. 

21 For the LORD will rise up as on Mount 
Perazim; as in the Valley of Gibeon he will be 

roused; to do his deed—strange is his deed! 
and to work his work—alien is his work! 

22 Now therefore do not scoff, lest your bonds 
be made strong; for I have heard a decree of 

destruction from the Lord GOD of hosts 
against the whole land.

The Messiah would be a foundation, the 
very centerpiece of God's work.

The Cornerstone, The Rock
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Rock Provides Stability... 

Isaiah 26:4 (ESV)
Trust in the LORD forever, for the LORD 

GOD is an everlasting rock.

Isaiah 30:29 
You shall have a song as in the night when 
a holy feast is kept, and gladness of heart, 

as when one sets out to the sound of the 
flute to go to the mountain of the LORD, to 

the Rock of Israel.

Isaiah 44:8
Fear not, nor be afraid; have I not told you 

from of old and declared it? And you are 
my witnesses! Is there a God besides me? 

There is no Rock; I know not any.”

Isaiah 51:1
“Listen to me, you who pursue 

righteousness, you who seek the LORD: 
look to the rock from which you were 

hewn, and to the quarry from which you 
were dug.

...but the Rock Can Make 
You Stumble Too

Isaiah 8:14
And he will become a sanctuary and a 

stone of offense and a rock of stumbling 
to both houses of Israel, a trap and a snare 

to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

Psalm 118:22
The stone that the builders rejected has 

become the cornerstone.

"Stone" is Used in Other 
Contexts For Messiah

Zechariah 3:8–10
Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, you 
and your friends who sit before you, for 

they are men who are a sign: behold, I will 
bring my servant the Branch. For behold, 
on the stone that I have set before Joshua, 

on a single stone with seven eyes, I will 
engrave its inscription, declares the LORD 
of hosts, and I will remove the iniquity of 

this land in a single day. In that day, 
declares the LORD of hosts, every one of 

you will invite his neighbor to come under 
his vine and under his fig tree.”

The Promise

Jesus tells a parable...
Matthew 21:33–44 (ESV)

33 “Hear another parable. There was a 
master of a house who planted a vineyard 

and put a fence around it and dug a 
winepress in it and built a tower and 

leased it to tenants, and went into another 
country. 34 When the season for fruit 
drew near, he sent his servants to the 

tenants to get his fruit. 35 And the tenants 
took his servants and beat one, killed 

another, and stoned another. 36 Again he 
sent other servants, more than the first. 

And they did the same to them. 37 
Finally he sent his son to them, saying, 

‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But when 
the tenants saw the son, they said to 

themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let 
us kill him and have his inheritance.’ 39 

And they took him and threw him out of 
the vineyard and killed him. 40 When 

therefore the owner of the vineyard 
comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 

41 They said to him, “He will put those 
wretches to a miserable death and let out 

the vineyard to other tenants who will 
give him the fruits in their seasons.” 

42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never 
read in the Scriptures: “ ‘The stone that 

the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, 

and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 

43 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of 
God will be taken away from you and 

given to a people producing its fruits. 44 
And the one who falls on this stone will 
be broken to pieces; and when it falls on 

anyone, it will crush him.”
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Jesus the Cornerstone
Acts 4:11
This Jesus is the stone that was rejected 
by you, the builders, which has become 
the cornerstone.

1 Corinthians 3:11
For no one can lay a foundation other 
than that which is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ.

Ephesians 2:20
...built on the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being 
the cornerstone,

Jesus, the Rock of Offense

Acts 4:11
This Jesus is the stone that was rejected 
by you, the builders, which has become 
the cornerstone.

Romans 9:33
as it is written, “Behold, I am laying in 
Zion a stone of stumbling, and a rock of 
offense; and whoever believes in him 
will not be put to shame.”

1 Peter 2:6–8
For it stands in Scripture: “Behold, I am 
laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone 
chosen and precious, and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

So the honor is for you who believe, but 
for those who do not believe,

 “The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone,” and “A 
stone of stumbling, and a rock of 
offense.” They stumble because they 
disobey the word, as they were destined 
to do.


