
Isaiah 49:1–6

1 Listen to me, O coastlands, 
and give attention, you peoples from afar. 

The LORD called me from the womb, 
from the body of my mother 

he named my name. 
2 He made my mouth like a sharp sword; 

in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 
he made me a polished arrow; 
in his quiver he hid me away. 

3 And he said to me, 
“You are my servant, Israel, 

in whom I will be glorified.” 
4 But I said, “I have labored in vain;

I have spent my strength 
for nothing and vanity; 

yet surely my right is with the LORD, 
and my recompense with my God.” 

5 And now the LORD says, 
he who formed me from the womb 

to be his servant, 
to bring Jacob back to him; 

and that Israel might be gathered to him— 
for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD, 

and my God has become my strength— 

6 he says: 
“It is too light a thing 

that you should be my servant 
to raise up the tribes of Jacob 

and to bring back the preserved of Israel; 
I will make you as a light for the nations, 

that my salvation may reach 
to the end of the earth.”

The Messiah would be The Means of 
Enlightenment and Truth to All Peoples

The Light to the Nations
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v5 / "As Long As I Am in The World, I am 
the Light of the World" / 

His Followers are to Be the Light 
In His Absence 

Matthew 5:14
"You are the light of the world... let your 

light shine before others, so that they may 
see your good works and give glory to your 

Father who is in heaven

Philippians 2:15
...that you may be blameless and innocent, 

children of God without blemish in the midst 
of a crooked and twisted generation, among 

whom you shine as lights in the world,
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Light to the Nations 
a Theme in Isaiah...

Isaiah 9:1-2
The People who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light...

Isaiah 42:66
“I am the LORD; I have called you in 

righteousness; I will take you by the hand 
and keep you; I will give you as a 

covenant for the people, 
a light for the nations,

Isaiah 51:4
“Give attention to me, my people, and 

give ear to me, my nation; for a law will 
go out from me, and I will set my justice 

for a light to the peoples.

...and Elsewhere in the 
Old Testament

Psalm 48:10
As your name, O God, so your praise 

reaches to the ends of the earth. Your 
right hand is filled with righteousness.

Psalm 98:3
He has remembered his steadfast love and 
faithfulness to the house of Israel. All the 
ends of the earth have seen the salvation 

of our God.

Zechariah 8:22
Many peoples and strong nations 

shall come to seek the 
LORD of hosts in Jerusalem and to 

entreat the favor of the LORD.

John 9:1–12 (ESV)
1 As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 
2 And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 
blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “It was not that this man 
sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God 
might be displayed in him. 4 We must work the 
works of him who sent me while it is day; night is 
coming, when no one can work. 5 As long as I am 
in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 
Having said these things, he spit on the ground and 
made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the 
man’s eyes with the mud 7 and said to him, “Go, 
wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). 
So he went and washed and came back seeing. 

8 The neighbors and those who had seen him 
before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not the 
man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some said, “It is 
he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept 
saying, “I am the man.” 10 So they said to him, 
“Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He 
answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and 
anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam 
and wash.’ So I went and washed and received my 
sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He 
said, “I do not know.”

Fulfillment in Jesus Christ
The Light of the World

Ministry to the World a 
Theme in the New 
Testament
Great Commission / Matthew 28:19
"go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations..."

See also: John 1:9; 11:52

Throughout the book of 
Acts...
Acts 10:44–45
While Peter was still saying these 
things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who 
heard the word. And the believers 
from among the circumcised who had 
come with Peter were amazed, because 
the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured 
out even on the Gentiles.

See also: Acts 13:47, Chapter 15 
[Jerusalem Council], Acts 26:17-18, 
23

...and In Revelation
Revelation 5:9
And they sang a new song, saying, 
“Worthy are you to take the scroll and 
to open its seals, for you were slain, 
and by your blood you ransomed 
people for God from every tribe and 
language and people and nation,

Revelation 14:6
Then I saw another angel flying 
directly overhead, with an eternal 
gospel to proclaim to those who dwell 
on earth, to every nation and tribe and 
language and people.

Christians 
Have a 
Role in 
Sharing 

The Light!

Light as Symbol of Truth. A further cluster 
of images links light with truth and 
understanding as opposed to error and 
ignorance, and to the illumination that 
comes from embracing the truth. For 
example, “The unfolding of thy words gives 
light; it imparts understanding to the simple” 
(Ps 119:130 RSV). An OT pilgrim equates 
truth and light when praying that God will 
“send out thy light and thy truth” to “bring 
me to thy holy hill” (Ps 43:3 RSV). Daniel is 
commended as a person in whom are found 
“light and understanding and excellent 
wisdom” (Dan 5:14 RSV).

Leland Ryken et al., Dictionary of Biblical 
Imagery (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 
2000), 511.


